96    MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA

Maria Theresa's and Francis's fourth child was born
on March 13, while Neipperg's troops were slowly
assembling, and Europe was still anxiously awaiting the
decisive battle. Luckily for Maria Theresa this child
was at last a boy, whom she called Joseph. In her
anxiety about Silesia she did not forget to send a silver
statue, weighing more than a stone, to the Madonna at
the Church of Mariazell. For a short time after her
confinement, the war and even her hatred of Frederick
of Prussia seemed far away, on another plane. She had
produced a male heir, and the immediate problems
escaped her mind for a few happy hours.

The people of Vienna, all of Austria in fact, were
beside themselves with joy. The unfortunate war was
momentarily forgotten, and the infant's birth was cele-
brated with " triumphs, operas, and masquerades/*
Money was spent lavishly, and as Robinson wrote to
Lord Harrington, " some, of the nobility were at the
expense of three, four, or even six thousand florins in
illuminations."

''What was more remarkable about the thanks-
giving service attended by Maria Theresa," Robinson
continues in his report, " was that in such crowded
streets, where such numbers of Turks and Prussian
deserters were straggling and,gazing with the common
people, the Queen, accompanied by the two arch-
duchesses (her daughter and her sister), went in an open
landau, with two horses and only two servants, through
the whole town at night. The Grand Duke was on
horseback with another part of courtiers, and Prince
Charles (Francis's brother) was on foot."

Maria Theresa's subjects, as this passage shows,
looked more kindly on Francis now that he was the
father of their future ruler. They were gradually